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In 2011, Calum and I planned our first trip together. I had accepted a Camp America job in Long 
Island and knew there were some weeks after camp that I could stay in America before heading back 
for my third year of University. 

So, on the 20th August 2011, Calum flew out and we explored Niagara Falls, Washington DC and 
New York City - it was perfect! That is not to say that our trip went off without a hitch - a storm came 
into Buffalo; delaying our flight to Niagara Falls and forcing us to spend a night in what can only be 
described as an over priced cupboard in Queens. After a brief 1 night in Niagara Falls we then 
headed to Washington; where, approximately 10 minutes after checking into our hotel, the strongest 
earthquake in 67 years sent a tremor through the capital; closing all museums and national 
landmarks. Then to top it off, our 5 nights in NYC included 1 day restricted to our hotel as Hurricane 
Irene gave England’s rain a run for its money, followed by another day or so of closed museums, 
attractions and transport. Despite all these issues, we still enjoyed every moment of it and realised 
travelling was for us. 

INTRODUCTION
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Whilst finishing off my final year at University, we 
set our sights on Asia. A handful of friends had 
headed to Asia and praised it for its incredible 
sights and experiences alongside its cheap 
prices. So we decided where we wanted to go, 
worked out a budget, read numerous blogs and 
books and worked every moment we could to 
save up some money for the trip. It was around 
this time that we realised how helpful travel 
blogs can be and how much we owed to many 
of the blogs we used in our planning. 

So that our family and friends knew what we 
had been up to throughout our travels in Asia, 
we set up a simple WordPress blog. This is 
when I realised how much I enjoyed writing 
about our travels and experiences and how 
much Calum enjoyed sharing his pictures and 
videos - leading to a very rough idea of perhaps 
starting a travel blog of our own, in the future.

By the end of 2013, we were back in jobs and 
already getting itchy feet. Luckily, I worked at a 
secondary school and was able to plan a trip 
with Calum for the summer holidays. We had a 
tough choice between a tour of Japan or to 
head back to the USA. After budgeting both 
trips and working out what we could see in the 
6 weeks we had available, we decided the USA 
was the best choice at this time. 

Our trip came and went, as did the odd Europe 
city break and every time we wanted to share 
our experiences with the world.

By the end of 2015, we were inspired. After 
watching Mark Wien’s youtube videos for the 
past year or so and reading his exciting blogs 
on migrationology.com, we decided to follow in 
his footsteps. We set up the Creative Travel 
Guide blog and started writing and posting 
about all our experiences on our previous 
travels. 

I am now finishing off a Post Graduate 
Certificate in Education to become a Primary 
teacher and then plan on moving abroad to 
work, continue blogging and sharing our travel 
experiences, tips and advice. 

Which brings us here, writing our first eBook to 
share with you. In this book, we cover how to 
plan your perfect trip and save money for your 
travels. We have provided advice on how to 
plan your dream trip, budget it realistically then 
save and make the money to get travelling. We 
hope it helps!
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For some, this is the easiest part of travel planning and for others, the hardest. Personally, I always 
have a rough idea of where I want to head to but often extend my travels with the excuse “oh this city 
is near this country… we may as well pop over there as well”. Perhaps not a bad thing but can be a 
pain when you only have a certain amount of time to travel. 

For those travelling nomads, this part may not be as relevant; especially if you are planning to keep 
travelling and exploring the world forever. Unfortunately I, like thousands in the world, can’t drop 
everything and travel permanently - not just yet anyway. But I can settle with the long summer weeks 
off and perhaps a permanent move abroad in the near future. So for now, here is how we choose our 
destination.

1

CHOOSING YOUR DESTINATION

4



TYPE OF TRAVEL

5

What are you looking for? A relaxing beach trip? Exploring cities? An adventurous trek? Historical 
journey? Or a bit of everything? First, you need to decide what it is you are looking for in your travels. 

For those looking for sun, sea and sand, here are some of the best places around the world to relax 
and soak up the sun.

Southern Thailand - Known for its beautiful 
islands, Thailand is a top choice for many 
travellers. Phuket is a touristy area with many 
bars and restaurants whilst Krabi and Koh 
Samui are slightly quieter islands. The best part 
of these beach trips is that it you can find hotels 
and guesthouses to suit all budgets and this 
can be linked up with cities across South East 
Asia.

Brazil - Famous for its beautiful beaches across 
the coast, Brazil is a popular destination for 
many and offers adventure and amazing cities 
for those who want a bit of everything.

 

Cancun - Found in Mexico, Cancun has been 
working its way up the list over the past few 
years. Head to a villa and enjoy the tropical 
weather, white beaches and crystal clear water. 
You can also explore the lagoons, waterfalls 
and Mayan temples whilst staying in Mexico.

Mauritius - For those who really want to splash 
out, head to Mauritius; the idyllic beach 
destination. There are some beautiful and 
incredible hotels and resorts on the island but 
this destination is more for those with the wider 
wallet.

PREFER A PRIVATE POOL?

Orlando, Florida, USA - OK, so the main reason people head to Florida is for the Theme Parks but 
because of this influx of tourism, you can find so many great and cheap private villas with their own 
pools as well as luxurious resorts and hotels all for very reasonable prices. Pair it up with a trip to 
Miami to enjoy the best of both worlds.

BEACH HOLIDAY TOP DESTINATIONS
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6

EXPLORING CITIES

Every city in the world holds its own history, culture and places of interest but here are some of my 
favourites.

New York City, USA - The city that never 
sleeps, there is something magical about 
walking around the streets of NYC. Plus, there is 
so much to do, from shopping to skyscrapers, 
parks to parties along with some of the best 
museums in the world. You will never get bored 
in New York though you may get lost - that is 
one of the best parts!

San Francisco, USA - Unwind and enjoy the 
sea salt air in San Fran, famous for its roads, 
transport and landmarks. Hotels are relatively 
inexpensive for America and you can sample 
amazing food from around the world.

Paris, France - The ‘City of Love’ is loved by 
many. Home to famous art and timeless 
landmarks, Paris needs to go on your travel if 
you are heading to Europe. 

Shanghai, China - Skyscrapers, check. 
Fascinating history, check. Amazing food, 
check. Shanghai is worth a visit at least once in 
a lifetime. We found that it was possible to fully 
explore and enjoy at our own pace, whilst 
hotels, travel and food doesn’t hold the same 
high price as many of the world’s best cities.

Cape Town, South Africa - There is something 
captivating about Cape Town with its Table 
Mountain and expansive vineyards, its 
multicultural community and artistic 
architecture. 

Bruges, Belgium - A tranquil boutique of a city, 
head to Bruges for the chocolate, European 
architecture and gorgeous photo opportunities. 

Tokyo, Japan - A favourite city of ours, Tokyo is 
just incredible and is different to any other city 
you may have already visited. With its forward 
thinking innovation and vending machines on 
every corner, Tokyo is full of convenience and 
excitement. 
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ADVENTURE & HISTORY

For those looking for some adventure, here are some options for you to head to.

Angkor Wat, Cambodia - A favourite 
destination of mine, head to Siem Reap to visit 
the amazing Angkor Wat complex; with some 
detailed and expansive ancient ruins that sat 
unknown for thousands of years.

Great Himalaya Trail, Nepal - For those who 
love a climb and trek, head to Nepal and 
experience the Himalayas..

Tateyama, Japan - The Tateyama Kurobe 
Alpine Route is a lesser known ski resort that 
offers amazingly high snow walls en route, 
worth a trip for those who love or want to try 
skiing. 

Athens, Greece - Marvel at the stories of the 
Greek Gods in one of the world’s oldest cities.

National Parks of USA - Bryce Canyon, 
Monument Valley, Mesa Verde National Park, 
Lake Powell and the list goes on… there are so 
many amazing experiences to be had in the 
Western States of America.

Petra, Jordan - Top on my list for our next 
travels, Petra is one of the Seven Wonders of 
the World and sits carved into a canyon. 

Amazon Rainforest, South America - Perhaps 
one of the most famous adventure experiences; 
take a trek through the Amazon Rainforest and 
meet some of the most amazing people, 
animals and vegetation in the world.

Beijing, China - Home to the Great Wall of 
China, Beijing is steeped in history and politics.



Africa  - Known for its wildlife and natural beauty, Africa offers 54 
countries of diversity and breathtaking landscapes. Costs and 
living standards vary greatly across Africa although there are 
many growing cities offering some fabulous hotels. Head to Cape 
Town in South Africa to experience a diverse city or visit Tanzania 
or the Savannah to enjoy the ‘Big 5’. Egypt is also found in the 
continent of Africa with the Pyramids being one of the seven 
Wonders of the World.

Asia - My favourite continent, Asia offers a bit of everything for 
various prices. Asia is expansive and massively diverse, with 
contrasting cities like the riches of Dubai and the dirt tracks of 
Cambodia yet all places offer amazing foods and amazing 
experiences. 

Australia - Also known as Australasia, this continent includes 
Australia as well as New Zealand and some parts of Indonesia. 
Australia and New Zealand are popular spots for those heading 
across to South East Asia with cheap flights available from 
Singapore. Both countries have a lot to offer but can be pricey.

WHICH 
CONTINENT?

8

Now you have had a think about 
the type of holiday you would like 
to go on and which countries offer 
the best for these, it is time to 
think about which continent you 
should head to. For some, this 
maybe an easy choice but for 
those who want a longer travel 
across several countries then this 
maybe harder. Here is a summary 
of the different continents:



Antarctica - Known as the world’s ‘last great wilderness’, it has 
become increasingly popular to visit Antarctica in recent years. 
Offering breath taking and undisturbed beauty, Antarctica is the 
top of my list to visit one day, although boat trips here are 
expensive and difficult to organise. 

Europe - With gorgeous architecture and distinctive buildings, 
Europe offers some breathtaking landscapes, bustling cities and 
cute boutique towns. Prices vary but are relatively expensive in 
comparison to Asia and Africa but similar to prices found in North 
America and Australia. 

North America - Both USA and Canada offer a range of 
experiences which include famous landmarks, exciting 
experiences and sweet, delicious food. 

South America - A top destination for those who love nature, 
South America is home to the lustful Amazon rainforest along with 
incredible waterfalls and scenic view points across every country. 
Prices massively vary in South America as does safety; check 
before travelling here as some areas are less safe. 

9



So when I planned our first long trip and even now when I plan 
any trip, I can struggle with deciding where to head to, when 
there are so many incredible places in the world to experience. 
However, I always plan from using my bucket list. What 
landmarks do I want to see? What country looks interesting to 
me? What experience must I try next? Narrow down your top 
things to see and do to help you plan your next trip. Not sure 
what is out there to do? Read our Bucket List for ideas.

WHAT’S ON 
YOUR BUCKET 
LIST?

10
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Next, you need to decide on your budget. This can be done two ways; a) how much can you afford 
by the time you go? or b) How much is your dream trip? When we were planning a trip around 
America, we knew we had a set time to go and therefore our budget was determined by how much 
we would be able to save by the summer holidays. When planning for Asia, we knew there were so 
many places we wanted to visit and had the luxury to push back our trip if we needed to save more; 
meaning this trips budget was determined by the places we visited. Either way works and depends 
on the circumstance you find yourself in.

2

BUDGETING YOUR TRIP

11



Transport 

Start with the airfare or train costs to and from your chosen location. This can be costly when you first 
look but using Momondo can help save money for those looking for multiple flights. STA Travel 
offers ‘Around the world’ tickets with multi-stops that can help you save money if you are travelling 
across countries that are far from one another. To save even more money, you may want to look at 
overnight buses or train journeys for those countries or destinations that are next to one another. 
Check out the train passes in the region you are visiting, some areas of the world offer great value 
passes such as the rail pass in Japan or the Interrail pass in Europe.

Accommodation

This can be the most or least expensive part of your trip. Head to Agoda for the best prices of hotels 
and hostels, even if this is just for a rough estimate for those who want to find and pay for hotels on 
arrival. Although it can be fun to ‘wing it’ and pay for hotels as you travel, I personally find it easier 
and cheaper to book places in advance as most hostels, guesthouses and hotels have a much 
higher walk-in price. Remember to check trip advisor reviews to get honest perceptions of 
accommodation; you don’t want to show up and your dream holiday become your worst nightmare.

Food 

Each destination offers food with various prices, you may wish to head to our website to see the 
rough cost of different foods for destinations. As a general rule of thumb, I take the average cost of a 
meal in the destination and multiply it by 3 per person (breakfast, lunch and dinner) then multiply this 
by how many days you plan to spend in that area. Remember that local street food will cost 
considerably less than western sit down restaurants and chain establishments. 

12
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Local Transport 

For each destination you plan to visit, have a look at the local transport costs. Some places offer day 
passes for buses and trains whilst other places offer cheap taxi or Tuk-Tuk rides; decide which 
transport works best for you and the price of this in your chosen destination. Our website provides 
more detailed transport costs for many destinations.

Attractions and Experiences

This is the main reason most of us travel, so make sure you find out the costs of those experiences 
and attractions you want to do and include these in your budget. We have met so many people on 
our trips who have missed out on great experiences; for example, we met a group of travellers who 
had spent a month exploring China but not been able to afford to see the Great Wall because they 
didn’t budget the expense. Some places can be relatively cheap whilst some experiences (especially 
if it is specific to that area in the world) can be incredibly expensive. If you are not sure of prices, 
please email us and we can help you budget for your must-do attractions and experiences.

Alcohol

This may not apply to all travellers but whilst travelling, we like to head to a local bar or pub, have a 
drink or two and enjoy being a local. Prices can vary depending on your location so check average 
prices before you travel, we use www.numbeo.com as a rough guide. For example, in Ho Chi Minh 
City - Vietnam, we were able to get a tower of beer for around £5 but in Tokyo, Japan we paid around 
£14 for a glass of beer (not even a pint) in a small, quiet bar. So finding out a rough price before you 
start budgeting is essential and can have an affect on where you decide to visit. 

13
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Before the Trip 

Remember that most people will need to spend a certain amount of money before they even begin 
their journey. A decent backpack can cost upwards of £60 and it is so easy to accidentally spend 
upwards of £20 on toiletries for your trip. We always budget around £100 each before the trip for any 
last minute items that we may need to get. Before our second America trip we didn’t need this money 
so decided to get a GoPro at the last minute. 

Visas

Certain destinations in the world require tourists to purchase a Visa. This can vary from £20 - £200 so 
budget these costs in advance. Read the countries website to find out whether you need a visa and 
how you can apply for one. 

Vaccinations

Unfortunately these can be costly before your trip as well. As we are from the UK, we use 
www.fitfortravel.nhs.uk to check which vaccinations or tablets we need to take before our travels, 
so please seek medical advice on what vaccinations you may need.

Yes, there is so much to include in your budget, which is why it can be hard and scary to plan and 
save for your dream trip. I personally use a spreadsheet and write down each estimate of how much 
the trip would cost as well as spending money, then compare prices on different websites to get the 
best price; hopefully bringing down the total cost of the trip. 

Once you have your budget, you need to start working towards it. Read the next chapter to start 
saving and making money for your trip.
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SAVING AND MAKING 
MONEY
Travel can be expensive and is usually the main reason we avoid it. But this chapter offers some 
advice on how to save, earn and budget your dream trip.



 Plan your meals and snacks 

Make a weekly plan of what you are going to eat for every meal 
of the day. Popping to the local shop for a sandwich or 
grabbing a coffee on the way to work can seem like a cheap 
routine but it all adds up. I love chocolatey snacks, so to avoid 
running to the vending machine, I firstly cut down on chocolate 
(which helped for those holiday snaps) and bought chocolate 
snack bars to fill the void during a long day at work. 

Some quick maths – a daily coffee can start at £2.50/$3. That’s 
£17.50/$21 a week – the same cost as a nice private room in Cambodia. 
If you grab a coffee every day for a month, your bill looks like £70/$84 – 
more expensive than many flights around Asia or Europe. You get the 
gist.

 Dedicate a separate savings account 

Create a separate savings account that is just for your travels. 
Each month we set ourselves a target of how much to put into 
the account and had to stick to this target. Be realistic and set 
enough money aside for the rest of your expenses – if you 
have anything left over then that can go into your savings to.

19 WAYS TO 
SAVE MONEY 
FOR YOUR 
TRAVELS
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It can be incredibly hard to 
save up the cash needed for a 
long trip, so here is a list of 
ways you can save money on 
the lead up to your travels. Not 
all of these will work for you, it 
of course depends on your 
living situation, current lifestyle 
and home life but there should 
be some that you can use to 
help you start saving.



 Cook your own meals

Before we started saving for holidays, we often enjoyed eating out 
or having a takeaway. Of course we still enjoy these from time to 
time but the majority of the time we cook our own meals and have 
enjoyed doing so. There are plenty of recipes online and many 
meals won’t take as long as you may think.

 Be honest at Holidays

When your family or friends ask what you want for your birthday or 
Christmas, remind them you are saving for a big trip and anything 
towards that would be great.

 Think about your transport

Whilst saving for Asia, we took the bus and train everywhere we 
went. I hadn’t realised how much more expensive owning a car 
would be, making our next trip a little harder to save for. Again, 
this tip may not work for everyone but consider whether you need 
the car or even if you can swap some journeys to a walk – saving 
on petrol and therefore money.

 Downsize your lifestyle

This can be a difficult one. Write a list of what your income is 
typically spent on and then see where you can make savings. Do 
you need a two bedroom apartment in the centre of a city? Could 
you swap for a smaller place or get a roommate? Could you sign 
up to Airbnb to earn some extra cash? Again, this may not work 
for all but something to consider. One thing I found helpful was 
cutting my direct debits – realistically I didn’t need to pay a 
monthly Spotify fee when we have so many music websites such 
as Youtube or iTunes.

 Swap the gym for the outdoors

Before we started saving, I was paying around £38 (approx. $59) 
on gym membership. I saved so much by quitting the gym and 
taking up running around my local area. For the days when it was 
just too cold or I didn’t feel like running around outside, I grabbed 
myself a £30 stepper and used that in front of my TV.

Some quick maths - £38 a month was costing me £456 a year as well as 
travel costs there and back. This is the same price as our China Hotel stays 
all together.
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 Sell, Sell, Sell

Time to declutter your home and sell anything you haven’t used 
in the last 10 months (unless it’s a keepsake!). Before we 
travelled to America recently, we spent a weekend going 
through Calum’s records that he no longer plays and my old 
clothes and DVDs and sold them eBay. Don’t forget you can 
also head to a local boot sale.

 Downgrade your Phone

Another tricky one but next time you need a new contract, think 
first if you really need the latest iPhone or whether you can 
save by using your old phone on a pay as you go sim.

More maths – The average phone contract in the UK is £27/$42. On a 2 
year contract, you end up paying £648/$1008 – a similar price to long 
haul return flights.

 Buy the stuff you need second hand

With great sites like eBay and Amazon, you can save lots of 
money from buying used books, appliances and even travel 
gear from websites.

 Organise your social life

We can forget how much we spend on a meal out with friends 
or a trip to the cinema. Instead, organise catch ups at coffee 
shops or cook your friends a meal and watch a movie at home.

 Be frugal with your bills

You can save money by cutting down your bills. Turn off your 
electric items every night and turn lights off when leaving a 
room – I am awful at remembering to do this. Swap a bath for a 
shower – again this is one I struggle with! When it gets colder, 
reach for a jumper before turning on the heating. Avoid leaving 
items on standby too - most laptops, TV’s and gaming devices 
automatically turn onto standby. Check out the website below 
to see which appliances use the most electric in your house 
and what you can do to cut these costs. 

sust-it
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 Cut down on smoking and drinking

Again, this may not apply to you but cutting down on the weekend bottles of wine or by giving 
yourself a cigarette allowance can help cut down lifestyle costs and save some money for that big 
trip.

Maths – An Average bottle of wine in the UK is £6 whilst in the US you are averaging more at $7. One bottle per 
week all year will set you back £312 or $364 – enough to pay for a private hotel room for a week in some great 
cities including Bangkok, Beijing, Tokyo and Singapore.

 Move back home

Again, this may not be possible to many people but it can save you a lot of money. Whilst at 
University, I was trying to save whilst paying monthly rent and bills but once I had graduated I 
headed home. This meant I could save for our trip whilst living comfortably.

 Cut down on meat

We are by no means vegetarians but it is easy to forget how much meat costs us each week, so 
find recipes and opportunities to cut down on your meat intake whilst saving a little extra each 
month.

 Set yourself a budget

Create a plan for where you want to go and how much your dream trip will cost you. Take into 
account the price of hotels, transport, food, attractions and insurance. For help planning your 
dream trip, check out our other travel blogs and individual country pages. Once you have a clear 
target for how much you need, you can work out how much you need to save each month. This 
makes resisting new clothes or shopping splurges a lot easier and makes the whole thing a bit 
more real. I wrote our target goal on a whiteboard, so that each month I could note how much 
closer we were to the goal.
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 Cancel Cable or Sky TV

TV bills can be so expensive, so either cut them out or try and get a reduced rate. Most companies 
(especially those in the UK) don’t want to lose you as a customer, so give them a call to cancel 
your contract and you may just walk away with a cheaper monthly bill. There are plenty of 
companies and channels that show your favourite TV programmes and films online.

 Give yourself a weekly spending limit

So once you have worked out your outgoing bills and how much you will need to save, you can 
now give yourself a weekly spending limit. So you can allow yourself to have that chocolate treat or 
bottle of beer at the end of a horrid work day. And anything you don’t spend can be popped into 
the savings account at the end of the month.

 Enjoy the free things in life

Sometimes when you are saving, it can feel like you’re wasting your life away in front of the TV with 
your home cooked meal. I am not saying this is what you have to stick to every moment of every 
day. Explore the free things to do in your area. Go for a picnic in the park or take a hike around a 
nearby forest. Of course this is location dependant but google some free attractions and try 
something new.

Not all of these ideas will suit everybody, but I hope you can use a few tips from this list to help you 
save for your next big adventure.

20



 People Per Hour

This website allows you to offer any of your skills as a 
freelancer for people to pay for per hour. We earned money on 
People Per Hour as freelance writers and graphic designers. 
You can also bid for work that people advertise on the website.

 Etsy

Etsy allows you to sell handmade product directly to people 
across the world. From posters to jewellery, clothes to toys, you 
can sell any product on Etsy, as long as it’s handmade. 

 eBay 

Now you are travelling the world, do you need all your stuff? 
Perhaps so, but it may be worth having a big clear out of all 
your unwanted items and sell anything decent on eBay or 
head to a car boot sale. Before we headed to Asia, we made a 
few hundred on eBay, selling a few records and study books.

10 WAYS TO 
MAKE MONEY 
BEFORE YOUR 
TRAVELS
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Along with your job, it never 
hurts to earn a bit of extra 
money whilst your saving for a 
big trip. There are lots of 
websites out there that offer 
online positions but actually not 
all are worth your time, it is your 
choice on whether you choose 
to sign up to these websites. 
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 Airbnb

If you have a spare room or spare home 
whilst your travelling, why not sign up to 
Airbnb and rent your place out whilst your 
away. 

 Become an online tutor

Take an online TEFL course or brush up on 
your English and Maths and offer online 
tutoring. 

 Fiverr

Similar to People per hour but with a set price 
of a $5. If you have a talent that is short and 
easy then fiverr is worth it but just don’t 
spend too much time on it.

 User Testing

If you have a computer with a microphone, 
then try User Testing; a website that gives 
you jobs and pays fairly well. The job is 
simply to visit different websites, complete 
certain tasks such as “find the opening times” 
and talk aloud your thoughts and actions as 
you go.
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 Matched Betting

Earn cash with no-risk matched betting; taking advantage of the offers and cash sums that 
bookmakers use to attract new and existing customers. Profit Accumulator walks you 
through the ins and outs of matched betting, giving you clear step-by-step guidance 
including video guides, a dedicated help team and extensive forum. The website lists all 

opening and current offers which you can simply work your way 
through in your own time, placing bets on all outcomes to ensure 
a profit is guaranteed.

Profit Accumulator is ideal for those wishing to try matched 
betting as they offer a free trial, risk-free that talks you through 
two sign-up offers that net you £45. To find out more, read our 
blog post.  
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 Blogging with affiliate links

If you have some time before your trip and love writing, why not set up a blog about your favourite 
interest. We love travel, hence why we have set up a travel blog. You can then use affiliate links that 
can earn you money every time a reader makes a purchase via your link.

 TopCashBack

TopCashBack is a favourite website of mine. Every time you purchase something online, find the 
link via the TopCashBack website and receive cash back at no extra cost. We make around £100 
on TopCashBack every few months and even more when we book holidays via the links on this 
website. This website is available in various countries including the UK & USA!

*This is an actual screenshot of our earnings (accurate as of March 2016)

To read more about TopCashBack and how it’s helped us with our travels, read our blog.
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WHAT TO DO NEXT
Right, now that you have planned and saved, here are some next steps to make sure you have the 
perfect trip!



 Get yourself travel insurance 

No, you may not always need it but you must always, always 
get insurance before you travel the world, no matter where you 
are heading to. We use World Nomads as they offer the best 
rates for all types of trips but also include cover for nearly 
everything that could go wrong (unlike most other insurance 
companies). Better to be safe than sorry!

 Flights

Find the cheapest flights to and around your chosen               
destination(s). If you are flexible on the dates you can travel 
then Momondo is a great website to use as it compares the 
cheapest day for you to fly on. 

 Visas

Check your destinations embassy website to see if you need a 
Visa, there are some countries that require you to apply for a 
Visa up to 3 months in advance.

 Vaccinations

Check with your GP or look online for which Vaccinations you 
will need for your chosen destination. Some injections require 
more than one over a set period of time, so look into this as 
soon as you know your destination and dates.

 Hotels 

Choosing your hotel can be a tricky job but using Agoda and 
Booking.com have always helped us with our choices. 
Booking.com have such a large selection and variety of hotels 
in all areas of the world with a great search filter. We often find 
our hotel on booking.com then check the prices on Agoda and 
go with the cheapest. If you don’t mind sharing a room or dorm 
then check out Hostel World for some cheap stays. 
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 Email your hotel

If you have booked hotels, hostels or guesthouses anywhere in 
the world, it is always worth sending them an email to double 
check they have your booking. There is nothing worse than 
getting to a hotel late at night and be turfed onto the street. It is 
rarely a problem but an email before arrival can also get you 
preferred rooms - a polite, friendly email goes a long way!

 Get Packing

So, I love the holiday shopping part but not so much the 
packing part. Decide whether you want to take a backpack or 
suitcase; this will greatly depend on how you are travelling 
around. If the majority of your travel is flights then suitcases are 
fine, whilst backpacks may be a better option if you are taking 
public trains and buses. For tips and tricks on packing for your 
travels, then head to our blog for further advise.

Creative Tip  Remember, essential clothing items are a must, followed by a 
few extra items for evenings. Always check your luggage limits for EVERY flight 
you are taking.

 Camera ready

If you are anything like us, Camera equipment is on the 
checklist. Whether its a phone, DSLR or GoPro; get yourself a 
decent camera with plenty of memory cards - you will want to 
capture those amazing moments.
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 City Pass

Do your research or use CTG to find out if your chosen 
destination has a city pass or some type of savings pass that 
you can use to save so much money of 
entrance fees and tours. If you are heading 
to North America, City Pass offer some 
great deals which have helped us save so 
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We hope that this eBook as helped you begin to plan and budget for your next trip. If you have any 
further questions, please do head to our website Creative Travel Guide to read more or contact us.

Here is a summary of few useful links we often use when planning a trip.

USEFUL LINKS

xxvii

HOTELS

FLIGHTS & TRAVEL

EXTRAS
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So thank you for reading this short ebook on planning and saving 
for your trip. I hope this helps you with your travels and remember 
to head to our website for individual country travel guides, hotel 
and restaurant reviews, attractions, advice and up-to-date travel 
news. Head to our CTG TV YouTube channel for videos and vlogs 
from around the world.

Thank you once again for subscribing and supporting us at 
Creative Travel Guide. 

Top keep up to date with our travel, experiences, advice and travel 
offers, follow us on social media.

Disclosure: We wanted to let you know that some of the links in this 
eBook are affiliate links, meaning that if you decide to make a purchase, 
we will receive a small commission – but there is NO extra cost to you. 
We hope these resources can help you with your travels. If you choose 
to purchase through our link, we would be extremely grateful and it will 
help us continue to maintain our travel blog. Thank you!

Copyright © 2016 by Creative Travel Guide

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, 
distributed, or transmitted in any form or by any means, including 
photocopying, recording, or other electronic or mechanical methods, without 
the prior written permission of the publisher, except in the case of brief 
quotations embodied in critical reviews and certain other noncommercial 
uses permitted by copyright law.

THANKS FOR READING
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